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The fact that the Hanoverian succession was
secured, at the death of Queen Anne, by a com-
bination of the great Whig nobles, enabled these
magnates to create a ministerial oligarchy, founded
on territorial influence. The effect was to con-
vert the " King's servants " into the King's masters.
The authority appropriated by the aristocratic
league was eventually transferred to the nominees
of the middle-class House of Commons; but at
every stage it was watched with doubting eyes by
the nation, and there was always a large party
willing to aid the Sovereign in the endeavour
to obstruct the process. Prom the accession of
Anne to the accession of Victoria, the Tory Party,
narrow and prejudiced, as it often showed itself,
was animated and ennobled by the idea of defeat-
ing the domination of a class, and reconstituting
the ancient Monarchy in all its efficiency as the
representative of the nation as a whole. If, at
the back of their consciousness, the Whigs and
Liberals preserved the inspiring ideal of civil and
religious liberty, the Tories were elevated by this
dimly-seen vision of the Patriot King, freed from the
fertters of a faction or a clique, and focussing the
energic^s of the State for the common benefit. The
conceptioiisiiad appealed to the glowing imagination
of BolingbrokV> and its swan-song was sung by
Disraeli in pages o^ brilliant rhetorical prose.

The attempt failed, ^ot so much because the
national genius disliked^it, or because the national
institutions forbade it$ realisation, as because the
Sovereigns themselves were incapable of filling the
place marked out $&r them. The first two Georges
were strangers, Absorbed in the politics of Conti-